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AB alpha- ***Fetoprotein*** (AFP) has been shown to suppress a 
variety of immune responses in vitro. The immunosuppressive 
properties of AFP can be partly attributed to the ability of this 
protein to decrease the cell surface expression of la antigens on 
macrophages. The experiments described in this report define more 
precisely the regulatory effects of AFP on la expression. Using the 
n dendritic-like n cell line P388 AD 2 and bone ***marrow*** 
-derived macrophages we have shown that AFP can suppress the 
constitutive expression of cell surface la antigens. This decrease 
is detectable on the cell surface 24 hr after the addition of AFP. 
In further experiments we also examined the effect of AFP on 
lymphokine- induced la expression; Our results show that AFP has no 
suppressive influence on the inductive phase of lymphokine -induced 
la antigen expression but can decrease elevated levels of la antigen 
subsequent to their induction. 



